AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN	11
I am fully convinced that the Zamindars have the most un-
questionable proprietorship of the land. I am also convinced
that even if they did not have the right to the proprietorship of
the soil, the well-being of the society would compel us to acknow-
ledge it in them. I do not even consider it necessary to pass a
judgment on the grounds of their claims to private ownership
of the soil. (Italics mine—SJ.P.)
Thus, by the force and authority of the British .Government in
Jhdia millions of cultivators were transformed, almost overnight,
from peasant proprietors into tenants-at-will. In the whole history
of mankind, ancient or modern, one would look in vain for a parallel
to this classic example wherein so many were sacrificed in such
a short time so that a few may prosper and rule.11
The essential difference between the raiyatwari settlement in
the Southern Triangle and Zamindari and Mahalwari in the rest
of India consisted in this : under the raiyatwari settlement, the
individual cultivator was given title to land which was inheritable,
transferable and otherwise alienable without the sanction of the
government; 12 whereas under the zamindari, he had no
such right and under the mahalwari system, his right was
restricted.13 This difference is of very great significance in our
discussion.
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With the above background, we shall review briefly the major
economic changes that took place in the agrarian society during the
nineteenth century and how they affected cultivation and handi-
on "British Agrarian Policy in East India and its Effect on the Disintegration
of Communal Landholding among the Indians" is still one of the best ac-
counts which shows in bold relief the role of British land policies in
India.
11	For other statements to the effect  that  landlords  were  created as
supporting pillars of British rule in India see A. B. Keith (ed.),  Speeches and
Documents on Indian Policy; (Oxford University Press, 1922) 1,159, 215, also
Kovalevsky, op. cit. p., 162.
12	ft&dGn-Povfell, The Land Systems of British India (London,  1892), 111,128
ff., 269, 403, 498.
18 Baden-Powell, The Indian Village Community, p. 429.

